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right, Loch Etive, after pouring its waters like a furious cata-
ract over a strait called Connell Ferry, comes between the castle
and a round island belonging to its demesne, and nearly insu-
lates the situation.    In front is a low rocky eminence on the
opposite side of the arm, through which Loch Etive flows into
Loch Linnhe.    Here was situated Beregenium, once, it is said,
a British capital city; and, as our informant told us, the largest
market town in Scotland.    Of this splendor are no remains but
a few trenches and excavations, which the distance did not
allow us to examine.    The ancient masonry of DunstafEnage is
mouldering fast under time and neglect.   The foundations are
beginning to d$cay, and exhibit gaps between the rock and the
wall; and the battlements are become ruinous.   The inner court
is encumbered with ruins.   A hundred pounds or two would
put this very ancient fortress in a state of preservation for
ages, but I fear this is not to be expected.   The stumps of large
trees, which had once shaded the vicinity of the castle, gave
symptoms of decay in the family of Dunstaffnage.    We were
told of some ancient spurs and other curiosities preserved in
the castle, but they were locked up.    In the vicinity of the
castle is a chapel which had once been elegant, but by the
building up of windows, etc., is now heavy enough.    I have
often observed that the means adopted in Scotland for repair-
ing old buildings are generally as destructive of their grace
and beauty, as if that had been the express object.    Unfortu-
nately most churches,  particularly, have  gone through both
stages of destruction, having been first repaired by the building
up of the beautiful shafted windows, and then the roof being
suffered to fall in, they became ruins indeed, but without any
touch of the picturesque farther than their massive walls and
columns may afford.    Near the chapel of Dunstaffnage is a
remarkable echo.

" Begmbarked, and, rowing about a mile and a half or better
along the shore of the lake, again landed under the ruins of the
old castle of Dunolly. This fortress, which, like that of Dun-
staffnage, forms a marked feature in this exquisite landscape, is
situated on a bold and precipitous promontory overhanging the'
lake. The principal part of the ruins now remaining is a square
tower or keep of the ordinary size, which had been the citadel
of the castle ; but fragments of other buildings, overgrown withits leading features those of severe and chastened beauty.gan; and,
